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The introductory lecture to a course is given by the professor
to all the students taking that course. In the course of the
lecture he has to indicate sources of information and problems
for further study. This lecture is followed by work in seminars of
twenty to thirty students, with a lecturer who has to amplify
in detail what the professor has touched on briefly. Discussion
forms part of this work. The students then receive suggestions
for individual study, which is carried on in the study cabinets,
museums, laboratories, etc. Twice a year there are individual
tests in three or four subjects. The Director of the Chair, who
is ultimately responsible for the work of the students in his
subject, has to keep records of the students' work. At the end
of the course each student must again write a thesis, which he
must publicly defend. Diplomas are given on the result of the
thesis work. Degrees have now been instituted—one correspond-
ing to our M.A., or M.Sc., the other to a doctorate—for inde-
pendent research. After three years? practical work in an enter-
prise or institution for that work for which he has been trained,
the student may return to the institute for research work or go
to a research institute.
The number of institutes grow yearly, in spite of the fact that
there have been a great many amalgamations. When industry or
agriculture throws up a problem which cannot be solved in an
existing institute, a new one is created. Inevitably, the work of
some will reach a very high standard while in others the standard
will be quite low. One of the best-run institutes is the Academy
of Communist Education, moved from Moscow to Leningrad in
1935. It has undergone considerable reorganisation since its
inception. When I first visited it in 1932 it had some thousand
or more students, and its work was very diffuse, though its aim*
which is the same to-day, was simple: to train Communist
leaders and orgajiisers in all spheres of educational Iife9 arts,
organisation, etc.
The impression of a factory, which the academy made chi n*e
in 1982, was absent in 1&34. The students wese much better
dressed* and had a greater feeling of repose. 13be

